* 


* 


HOP OF CAN 


= 
= 


< 
2 


44 


1 
CY 


* 


4 


4 


ARCHBIS 


i 


_ 
2 
2 
> 
[63] 
— 
8 
| . 
5 


RICHARD, LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF. 


PATERNOSTER-ROW,. 


= 
-— 
— 
>4 
> 
>4 
— 
© 
O 
A 
= 


oO BY 
= < 
- ; 
= 
” I 


* 
5 
N 5 * 
I . * 
* 8 
5 3 
© Fon. ; 
_ is 
2 
© * 
* 
: | : "a 


v2 
. 
8 
8 
p Lg 
- 
— 
* 4 N 
. 
* 
* 
5 
4 


og 


A 


, 7 . ; 
> : j | 
- a 7 ; 4 : ? | : 2 ; 2 4 


M R D, 521 

OUR Grace, by conſecrating g me a Biſhop, 
| has not encreaſed my zeal to ſerve the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity, but you have afforded me a better 
opportunity of doing it, than I could poſſibly have 
had as a private man; for this 2 which it 
might have been thought great preſy 
to have offered before, may now, 1 hope, be pre 


ſented to your Grace, without my ineurring the 
go. ere, ee N 


* ann b 21 4 (l . 7 
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It would be ag great nfultivs to your Graee's ; 


well-known candour and regard for every thing 


reſpecting the good of che Church, to entertain/the 


leaſt doubt of your giving an unprejudiced attention 
to what I. have to offer, but to conciliate 4 ſamilar 


- 


2 


in me 


attention 


5 
* 
* 


a 8 * 
- 


the moſt ſerious conviction of duty, 1 


Nn ten of Chrit. Without taking n 


15 


attention from minds leſs liberally diſpoſed , It may 


be neceſſary to declare, which I now do, in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, that I have no private view, 


direct or indirect, in what Jam about to propoſe : 
nor is the matter now haſtily conceived by me, in 


conſequence of my promotion, nor introduced from 


a filly vanity of being looked upon as a Reformer ; 


a character which in all ages has met with as much 


Adetraction as praiſe; but it has long dwelt upon 


my mind; I have revolved it in various ways; I 
have canvaſſed it in converſation, inter Sylvas Aca- 
demi, with men of diſintereſted probity, true Chri- 
ſtian ſimplicity, and excellent erudition; and from 
am embold- 
ened to make the attempt of promoting, as in my 
conſcience Jam perſuaded, the intereſts of the- Chri- 


ſtian Religion, and the true dignity of the Eſtab- 
| liſhed Church.—Theſe, it may be faid, and it s 


truly faid, are but different expreſſions for the ſame 
thing; for there can be no true dignity in any 
Church Eſtabliſhment, except what is derived to it 
from its being the moſt uſeful mean of inculcating 
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to 4. fault with other modes of bung Oar 


ment, I profeſs an unfeigned regard for our own, 
and ſhould be as ready as any man in oppoſing any 
attempts to ſubvert it, not from any mean attention 


to its nen „ but from a firm perſuaſion of 4 
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* ine not . it may In worth, while; in this 


Ws to take notice of a paltry cenſure, which i is 
ſometimes openly, often covertly, always, I truſt, 
unjuſtly paſſed on the Zeal which the Clergy pro- 


feſs for the Church Eſtabliſhment; it is ſaid to be a 


zeal reſembling that of Demetrius, the Clergy are 


ſuſpected of crying up the Eſtabliſhment, leſt. the 
craft by which they have their livelihood ſhould be 
| et at nougbt. Sordid and illiberal imputation | | 


The Clergy of England have a zeal for the Church 


of England, but they have a greater zeal for the 


Church of Chriſt : There are ſew of them, I hope, 


who would ſcruple profeſſing a wiſh, that the pure | 


banner of the goſpel may, if need ſhall ſo; require, 


be diſplayed triumphant on the ruins of eyery Church i 


iſhment in Chriſtendom. What if there was 
| X Wed | no 


: oy FEE 
9 


Coy 


no EAabliſhment )—Thoſe who are now bid w 
| the Church, would apply their money, their time, 
and their talents in ſome other way: and there are 
- few ways, in which they might not be able to pro- 
cure for themſelves, and for their families, as good, 
or a better proviſion, than they at preſent derive 
from the Church. We ſee, in the courſe of every 
century, a great many ample fortunes accumulated, 
and obſcure families ennobled, by the profeſſion of 
the Law, by the Army, by the Navy, and by Com- 
merce; but it is a rare thing indeed to fee a Church- 
man, in conſequence of his profeflion, lifting his 
Peoſterity above the common level, either in * 
fortune. And yet there can be no preſumption in 
fuppoſing, that men brought up to the Church "<li 
as found underſtandings as thoſe who are — 
up to the Bar; the ſame induſtry, genius, or abili- 
ty of any kind, which contribute to place a man 
on the Bench of Biſhops, might, if they had been 
directed into another channel, have placed him on 


che Bench of Judges; and be whoſe head is covered 


: with an _ Archiepifcopal Mitre, might have been 
' adorned with the more SubMatial, and permanent 


honours _ 


© (488 ) | 
_ honours uſually conferred « on a Lord N chan- 


cellor.— But to return. 


Lt me intreat your Grace not to ſuffer the mere 


term Innovation to alarm your apprehenſion, either 
for the peace of the Community, or the ſafety of 
the Church Eſtabliſnment; the writer would have 


thrown his pen into the fire, and his propoſals after 


it, if there had been the moſt diſtant tendency in 


them to diſturb either. I know it is commonly ſaid, 


that wiſe and good men look upon every attempt to 
reform what is amiſs, either in Church or State, as a 
matter of dangerous tendency: but it may be 
juſtly doubted, whether there is not as much timi- 
dity. as wiſdom, as much indolence as goodneſs in 


this caution ; certain I am, that if Luther and the 
Reformers had been men of ſuch diſpoſitions, the 
Church of Chriſt would never have been purged in 


any degree, by them at leaſt, from its Antichriſtian 


corruptions. The medical maxim, Malum bene 


pofitum ne moveto, merits the obſervance of the 
Phyſician of the Body Politick, as well as of the 
Rody Natural.—1 readily acknowledge, that it does 
e 3 „ ſo: 


7666) 
ſo :—but when the Evil, though unobſerved, is 
really rankling in the heart, depraving the nobleſt 

. D parts, and inſenſibly undermining the whole con- 

ſtitution, it is the buſineſs of them both, unleſs they 
will be deemed bunglers, to accompliſh its removal. 
« My ſon, ſays Solomon, fear thou the Lord and 

the King, and meddle not with them who are given 
to change.” — Agreed again: — God forbid that 
either your Grace or I ſhould meddle with them 
who would wiſh us to change our fear of God into 
impiety; our reverence for the King and Conſti- 
tution, - into Anarchy and Rebellion. But there is 


neither Sin nor Shame, I apprehend, in meddling 
with thoſe who would wiſh to make ſuch a little 
change in the Church Eſtabliſhment as would, with 
the bleſſing of God, produce a great change for the 
better in the faith and manners of the whole com- 
munity. i | 


To keep your Grace no longer in ſuſpenſe as to 
the meaning of this addreſs, I have two propoſals 
to make to you; one reſpects the Revenues of the 
Biſhops ; the other thoſe of the inferior Clergy ; 

| = | | both 


1 ) 
both of them tending to the 24 end; — not a 
parity of preferments, but a better apportioned diſ- 
tribution of what the State allows for the mainte- 
nance of the eſtablimed e 


7 


To wal with ou Mia win be an 


the hiſtory of the Eſtabliſhment of the ſeveral 


of the ſubject we are upon, Iwill not miſpend 
either your Grace's leiſure or my own in making it. 
Whatever was the primary occaſion of it, the fact is 

certain that the Revenues of the Biſhopricks are 
very unequal in value, and that there is a great in- 
equality alſo in the Patronage appertaining to the 
different Sees. The firſt propoſal which I humbly 
ſubmit to your Grace's deliberation, is the utility of 
bringing a Bill into Parliament—to render the 
Biſhopricks more equal to each other, both wih 


reſpect to income and patronage, by annexing part 
of the Eſtates, and part of the preferments of 4. 


eafy matter to diſplay much erudition, in tracing 
Archbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks, which now ſubſiſt 


in England and Wales; but as the inveſtigation 
would tend very little, if at all, to the illuſtration 


. r1 | * 


Pe y 
- richer Biſhopricks, as they become vacant, to the 
poorer.— Vour Grace will obſerve, that here is no 
injury propoſed to be done to the preſent poſſeſſors 
of the richer Biſhopricks ; let them enjoy in peace 
the Emoluments which their great deſervings, or 
great good fortunes have procured for them; and 
as to that diſappointment of expectation Which 
ſome men may ſuffer, it is of too vague a value to 
be eſtimated, it is too ſtrange a ſpecies of property 
to be valued at all. Before your Grace's mind can 
ſuggeſt to you the difficulties of accompliſhing fuch 

a deſign, or the other objections which may, pro- 
bably, be made to it, allow me to point out ſome | 
of the ee, which I think would certainly 
atend it. | 


an > my: a Bilt of this kind, the poorer Bie 
would be freed from the neceſſity of holding Ec. 
cleſiaſtical prefermenis in commendam with their 
Biſhopricks ; 3 2 practice which bears hard upon the 
rights and expeQations of the reſt of the Clergy ; ; 
which is difagrecable to. the Biſhops themſelves ; 
which N them to . perhaps, unde ſerved | 


* Ps 
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ede, but which certainly had better” not ſubſiſt 
in the Church. I do not take upon me to fix the 
preciſe ſum which would enable a Biſhop, not to 
pollute Goſpel Humility with the Pomp of Prelacy, 
not to emulate the Noble and Opulent in ſuch 
luxuries and expenſive levities as become neither 
Churchmen nor Chriſtians; but to maintain ſuch a 
decent eſtabliſhment in the world as would give 
weight to his example, and authority to his admo- 
nition ; to make ſuch a moderate proviſion for his 
children, as "their father's mode of living” would 
give them ſome little right to expect; and to re- 
commend his religion by works of charity, to the 
ſerious examination of unbelievers of every denomi- 
nation. The Sum requiſite for theſe purpoſes admits 
of great latitude ; ſome would think that it ought to 
be more, others that it DURA. to be leſs than the Sa- 
laries of the Judges; but the revenues of the Biſhop- 
ricks, if more equally divided, would, probably, be 
ſufficient to afford to each Biſhop a ſum, not much 
different from a Judge's falary ; and they would do 
this even ſuppoſing that it ſhould be thought right, 


to make no defalcation from the preſent Incomes of 
"24 | the 


3 
the two Archbiſhopricks. But whether the In- 
comes of the Biſhops ſhould, by the propoſed al- 
teration, be made a little greater or a little leſs 
than thoſe of the Judges, till would they be ſuf- 
ficient for the purpoſe of rendering Commendams 
your tw 6. 


"oli Gags He the Bill el 
would be a greater independence of the Biſhops in 
the Houſe of Lords. —I know that many will be 
ſtartled, I beg them not to be offended, at the Sur- 
miſe of the Biſhops not being independent in the 
"Houſe of Lords; and it would be eaſy enough to 
weave a logical cobweb, large enough and ſtrong 
enough to cover and protect the conduct of the 
Right Reverend Bench f rom the attacks of thoſe 
who diſlike Epiſcopacy. This I ſay would be an eaſy 

taſk, but it is far above my ability to eradicate from 
the minds of others, (who are, notwithſtanding, as. 

well attached to the Church Eſtabliſhment as our- 
ſelves), a ſuſpicion, that the proſpect of being tranſ- 
lated influences the minds of the Biſhops too power- 


F ad 


fully; and induces them to pay. too great an atten- 
tion to the beck of à Miniſter. I am far from 
ſaying or thinking, that the Biſhops of the preſent 
age are more obſequious in their attention to Mini- 
ſters than their Predeceſſors have been, or that the 
Spiritual Lords are the only, Lords who are liable to 
this ſuſpicion, or that Lords in general, are the 
only perſons on whom expectation has an influence; 
but the ſuſpicion, whether well or ill founded, is 
diſreputable to our Order; and, what is of worſe 
conſequence, it hinders us from doing that good 
which we otherwiſe might do; for the Laity, whilſt 
they entertain ſuch a ſuſpicion concerning us, will . 
accuſe us of Avarice and Ambition, of making a 
gain of Godlineſs, of bartering the dignity of our 
Office for the chance of a tranſlation, in one word of | 
—Secularity—; ; and againſt that Accuſation they are 
very backward in allowing the Biſhops or the 
Clergy in general, ſuch kind of defence as they 
would readily allow to any other claſs of Men, any 
other denomination of Chriſtians, the ſimilar 
circumſtances, of large families and ſmall fortunes. 
Inſtead then of quibbling and diſputing againſt the 
C 2 exiſtence 


3 
exiſtence of a Miniſter's influence over us, or recri- 
minating and retorting the petulance of thoſe who 
accuſe us on that account, let us endeavour to re- 
move the Evil - or, if it muſt not be admitted 
that this Evil has any real exiſtence, let us endea- 
vour to remove the appearance of it. A Bill of the 
| Kind here propoſed would be effectual to this pur- 
poſe. For though it might be difficult to render 
the Revenues of the different Sees preciiely equal 
to each other; though it might be proper that the 


Biſhops of ſuch laborious Dioceſes as London, Lin- 


coln, and Chefter, ſhould be ſomewhat better provid- 
ed for than thoſe of Durham, Winchefter, and Ely; 
fince it is a maxim of Scripture that the labourer is 
worthy of his hire, and of common ſenſe that the 


hire ſhould be proportioned to the labour; though i 


this, I ſay, might be proper, yet the diſparity of In- 
come and Patronage might be made to ſmall, or ſo 
apportioned to the labour, that few Biſhops, unleſs 
for local conſiderations, would be diſpoſed to 
wiſh for tranſlations, and conſequently would, in 
appearance as well. as in reality, be Indepen- 
dent. But in ering the Biſhops indepen- 

N | dent, 


(3) 
dent, you will reduce the influence of the Crown 
in the Houſe of Lords. — 1 do not mean to 


deny this charge; nay, I am willing to admit 


it in its full extent; and as this admiſſion may 
operate on the minds of ſome good Men, as a ſo- 
lid Objection to the plan itſelf; and may afford 


matter of ſecret ſlander, or open calumny againſt the 
5 propoſer of it; I will treſpaſs upon your Grace's pa- 


tience with a ſhort, but at the ſame time with a full 
and ſincere explanation of my opinion on that head; 
fo: I ſhould think myſelf utterly unworthy the favour 
1 have received from his Majeſty, and the ſacred 
Office to which I have been appointed, if either fear 


of offending, or expectation of pleaſing, or any + 


other conſideration on earth, could influence me to 


diſguiſe my ſentiments, on any ſubje& of civil = | 
religious Importance. With reſpect then to che 
influence of the crown, here alluded to, I have con- 


ſidered it in the following manne. 


In the embarrafling ſituations of private life, we 


all acknowledge the propriety and fee} the utility, 


af conſulting, not humble and pliant dependents, 
but 


1 
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(14) 
but ſenſible and independent friends: when our 
own underttandings are diſtracted by doubts, heated 
by reſentment, inſtigated by ambition, depreſſed 
by deſpair, or deranged and diſtempered by the 
violence of any affeion, the advice of an honeſt, 
independent, and diſpaſſionate friend, is of the 
oreateſt uſe; it may often, at the moment of its 
being given, be very unpalatable, but it is always 
ſalutary, and we ſeldom fail to repent the not ha- 
ving taken it. It is the misfortune of men in ele- 
rated ſituations, that they ſeldom meet with friends 
who will ſpeak plainly to them, or attempt to ſtop 
their career of folly or extravagance ; the fear of 
offending cramps the diſpoſition for adviſing ; many 
a great eſtate has been fooliſhly diſſipated, many a 
fair character undone, by the timid forbearance, 
the intereſted acquieſcence of expecting dependents); | 
which might have been preferved intire and unſul- 
lied, by the firm remonſtrance of an honeſt friend. 
This obſervation is certainly as applicable to the 
concerns of public as of private life; the advice of 
an independent Parliament is as ſerviceable to the 


Crown, as that of an independent friend is to an 
individual. 


vat) 
. We know by wha it was faid, EY 
710 counſel i is the People fall: but in the multitude of 
Counſellors there i rs /afety; and we know too, that 
the wiſe King who faid it, would have ſaid no ſuch 
thing, had he ſuſpected that an external influence, 
rather than an internal conviction, would have ren- 
dered his multitude of Counſellors all of the ſame 
8 The princi iples of thoſe who have ſpoken 
againſt the influence of the Crown, have been ei- 
ther much miſunde rſtood, or much miſrepreſented ; 
they have been accuſed, by fly innuendos, of de- 
ſigning to ruin the conſtitution by lowering the pre- 
rogative; of wiſhing to introduce the moſt tyran- 
nous (in my apprehenſion) of all Governments, a 
Republick, in the room of a limited Monarchy. 
For my own part, and I verily believe I am far trom 
being ſingular in my notions, I take this opportu- 
nity of publickly declaring to your Grace, what I 
have a thouſand times before declared to my friends 
in private, that | never eutertained the moſt diſtant 
deſire, of ſeeing either the Democratical, or the 
Ariſtocratical ſcale of the Conſtit tion, outweigh 
the Monarchical; not one 10. of the legal p 


3 
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tive did I ever wiſh to ſce aboliſhed ; not one tittle 
of the King's influence in the State to be deſtroyed, 

except ſo far as it was extended over the delibera- 
tions of the Hereditary Counſellors of the Crown, 
or the Parliamentary Repreſentatives of the people. 
I own I have wiſhed, and I own (with a heart as 
loyal-as the loyaleſt) that I ſhall continue to wiſh, 
that an influence of this kind may be diminiſhed; j 


becauſe I firmly believe that its diminution will, 


eventually, tend to the conſervation of the genuine 
conſtitution of our country; to the honour of his 
Majeſty's Government ; to the ſtability of the Ha- 


nover Succeſſion; and to the promotion of the pub- 
lic good. Had the influence here ſpoken of been 
leſs predominant of late years, had the meaſures of 
the Cabinet been canvaſſed by the wiſdom, and 


rempered by the moderation of men exerciſing their 


free powers of deliberation for the common weal, 
the brighteſt jewel of his Majeſty's crown had not 


now been tarniſhed ; ; the ſtrongeſt limb of the Bri- 
tiſh Empire had not now been rudely ſevered from 


its parent flock. I make not this remark with a 
view of criminating any ſet of Miniſters, (for the 


beſt 


© 7-2 5 
beſt may be miſtaken in their judgments, and. errors 
which are paſt ſhould be forgotten, buried in the 
zeal of all parties to rectify the miſchiefs they have 

occaſioned) but ſimply to ſhew, by a recent exam- 
ple, that the influence of the Crown when exerted 
by the Cabinet, over the Public Counſellors of the 
King, is a circumſtance ſo far from being to be 
wiſhed by his true friends, that it is as dangerous 
to the real intereſts and honour of the Crown itſelf, 
as it is odious to the people, and deſtructive of pub- 
lic liberty; it may contribute to keep a prime Mi- 
niſter in his place contrary to the ſenſe of the wiſeſt 


and beſt part of the community; it may contribute 
to keep the King himſelf unacquainted with his 
People's wiſhes, but it cannot do the King or che 
State any ſervice. To maintain the contrary is to 
ſatyrize his Majeſty's Government, it is to inſinuate 
that his views and intereſts are ſo disjoined from 
thoſe of his people, that they cannot be effectuated 
by the uninfluenced concurrence of honeſt men. It 
is far beneath the Character of a great and an up- 
right Monarch, to be ſuſpected of a deſire to carry | 


any plans of Government | into execution in oppoſi- 
D tion 


2 BY 
tion to the Sentiments of a free and enlightened 
Parliament ; and the Miniſter who thould be baſe 
enough to adviſe him to adopt ſuch an arbitrary 
ſyſtem of Government, or ſhould ſupply the cor- 
rupted means of carrying it on, would deſerve the 
execration of every man of integrity, and would, 
probably, ſooner or later, meet with the deſerved 
deteſtation of the Prince himſelf. It is of fuch Men 
as theſe—there is no impropriety I hope in borrow- 
ing truth from tragedy, ſince Chyyſoſtom is faid to 

have flept with even an Afriſtopbanes under his 
| pillow ; it is of ſuch men as theſe the Poet 57 00 


It is the eurſe of 11 to be attended i 

By ſlaves that take their humours for a warrant; Y a” 

And who, to be endeared to a King, N 
Make no conſcience to 2 his — 


In a word, if tent be any one meins more re likely 
than another to preſerve pure and unblemiſhed the 
' honour of the Crown; to ſecure its moſt valuable 
rights; to procure for it warm, bold, determined 
friends, who m the hour of danger would ſupport 
it at the hazard of their lives « againft foreign or 

A domeſtic 
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domeſtie un! ; 1 verily believe it to be, the eſtab. 
liſhing, as much as poſſible, the independency of 
the ſeveral M embers of both Houſes of Parliament. 

If I am wrong in this opinion, I ſhould be glad to 


by ſet right, my mind I truft is open to conviction, 


and diſpoſed to follow truth wherever it may be 
found ; but whilſt this i is my opinion, your Grace 
may be aſſured that I cannot admit the circum- 


ſtance, of the Biſhops being rendered independent 


in the Houſe of Lords, as any real Objection to the 


plan propoſed; on the contrary, I think it a very | 


ſtrong Argument i in its favour; ſo ſtrong an one, 
that if there was no ther, it would be ſufficient to 


ſanctify the meaſure. © T he Biſhops have, on try= 
ing occaſions, been faſt friends to the Crown ; they | 


have, on trying occaſions alſo, been faſt friends to 
the libetties of the people; : and they would not, in 
my bumble opinion, become worſe friends to either 


King or People, from their | being rendered inde- 


peadei's ot gs i both, 


3. A third probable & mY of the propoſed plan, 
would be a longer reſidence of the Biſhops in their 


D 2 reſpective 
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reſpective W b frm which the beſt conſe- 
quences might be expected. When the tempta- 
tions to wiſh for tranſlations were in a great meaſure 
removed, it would be natural for the Biſhops, in 
general, to conſider themſelves as ſettled for life, in 
the Secs to which they ſhould be firſt appointed; 
this conſideration would induce them to render their 
places © of reſidence more comfortable and commodi- 
ous; and an opportunity of living more comfort 
ably, would beget an inclination to live more con- 
ſtantly in them. Being wedded as it were to a 
| particular Dioceſe, they would think it expedient 
to become, and they would of courſe become better 
acquainted with their Clergy ; ; and by being better 


acquainted with the ſituations, proſpects, tempers, 


and talents of their Clergy, they would be better 
able to co-operate with them, in the great work of 
amending the Morals of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
of feeding the flock of Chriſt. It is the duty of 
Chriſtian Paſtors in general, and. of the principal 
Shepherds particularly, zo ſtrengthen that member of 
the ' flock which is diſeaſed, to heal that which is ſicl, 


zo bind up that which i is broken, zo bring again that 
which 


"3 


( 2x 


which is driven away, and to 1, that which is bt : 
that theſe and other parts of the paſtoral, office can 
never be ſo well performed, as when the Shepherd 
is reſident in the midſt of his flock, can admit of no 
queſtion. The manners of the Engliſh Biſhops are 
| (I truſt I ſpeak rightly—I am certain I mean not to 
ſpeak flatteringly) as pure and irreprehenſible as 
thoſe of any other Prelates in Europe; and as the 
world in general lives more according to faſhion 
than reaſon,” it is not eaſy to conceive what benefi- 
cial. influence the Examples of the Biſhops, reſiding 
in their Dioceſes, and letting their light ſhine be- 
fore men who would be diſpoſed to obſerve it, would 
have on the lives and conyeriations of dann Clergy 
and we. | 


1 un 1 cabins che Clergy wh are di 
dee through the kingdom, as a little leaven pre- 
ſerving, from extreme corruption, the whole maſs; 
and the great kindneſs and reſpect, with which the 
whole order is treated by the beſt and moſt enlight- 
ened part of the Laity, is a proof that they conſider 
them in the fame light. Your Grace s candour 


0 22) 


and moderation will excuſe me, if in this commen- 


dation I include the Diſſenting Clergy, whom 1 
cannot look upon as inferior to the Clergy of the 
Eſtabliſhment, either in learning or morals. It is ow- 
ing principally to the teaching and example of the 
Clergy i in general, that there is. not more infidelity 


nn the higheſt, more immorality in the loweſt claſſes 


of the community ; but there would, probably, be 
leſs of both, if we were all of us, in the words of 
Biſhop Burnet addreſſed to George I. © obliged to 
live and to labour more ſuitably to our profeſſion.” 
It may be urged, that the attendance of the Biſhops 
in the Houſe of Lords, is inconſiſtent with the re- 
ſidence here ſpoken of—in no wiſe—; a longer 
reſidence does not imply a continual refidence ; 
in the courſe of the year opportunity enough may 
be found to let the State have, on important occa- 
: ſions, the benefit of their Advice; and their Dio- 
ceſes, on moſt occaſions, the benefit of their inſpec- 
tion; and they will be beſt able to judge for them- 
ſelves where, at any particular time, their 8 
will prof endl we. " #7 


— 


(7.43. } 
Some, I doubt not, will be ready enough to 


think, that the State would receive little injury by 


the perpetual abſence of the Biſhops from the Houſe 
of Lords.—I ſee no reaſon for thinking, that it 


would not receive as much injury from the abſence 


of fix and twenty independent Spiritual Peers, 
as from the abſence of an equal number of 


T emporal Peers of any order. The Bench of 


Biſhops. is compoſed, either of the younger 


are ſprung from what the old Barons would call 
no Anceſtry; but why ſhould it be thought, 


that the underſtandings of either of theſe ſorts 


of Men, are a whit inferior to thoſe: of the 
Temporal Lords? The Biſhops of Noble Blood 
have, unqueſtionably, had as good opportunities of 


mental Ware 3, and have, probably, made as 


£ I Mm < 
2 


| 1 or 1 ro 1 p47 it —_ be a mi- 


ſerable affectation of modeſty, a baſe adulation of 


the Nobility, to admit, that the plebeians who have 
raiſed themſelves to the Bench, are inferior to their 


honourable or right honourable Brethren, in learn- 


ing 
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ing or ſagacity, in judgment or integrity, in any one 


qualification requiſite to conſtitute a Man an uſeful 
Counſellor, 'in concerns Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. 


1 have now briefly mentioned ſome of the advan- 
tages which would attend the propoſed change in 
the values of the Biſhopricks, and endeavoured to 
obviate what ſome will be inclined to think main 
objeQions to the making it. As to the difficulties 
which might attend the execution of it, they are 
neither many nor great, I profeſs that I ſee none, 
but what might eaſi ly be overcome, without doing 
the leaſt i imury to any one, by the good ſenſe and 
the good temper of a Committee of Spiritual and 
Temporal Lords, inveſted with full powers to 
make proper inquiries, and heartily diſpoſed to- 
wards the buſineſs. To enter into a deſcription of 
particulars, When there may be a chance that the | 
general outline will be diſapproved, would be equal- 
ly irkſome to your Grace and to myſelf: if 1 had 
leiſure, 1 ſhould want inclination, to ſpend more of 
my time than is neceſſary 3 in delineating a ſcheme, 
which either the more comprehenſive wiſdom, or 
the 
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the more efficient prejudices of other ih, may 
quaſh at once, by pronouncing it uſeleſs, cnet : 


Or impracticable. 


The ſecond ching which I 1 to recommend to 
your Grace's attention is the introduction of a Bill zZ 


into Parliament—For appropriating as - they | become 


vacant, one third or ſome other definite part, of the 
Income of every Deanery, Prebend or Canonry, of 


the Churches of Weſtminſter, Windſor, Chriſt - 


church, Canterbury, Worceſter, Durham, Norwich, 
Ely, Peterborough, Carliſle, &c, to the ſame pur- 


poſes, mutatis mutandis, as the Firſt Fruits and 


Tenths were appropriated by the Act paſſed in the 
fifth of Queen Anne. Dignities which after this 


deduction would not yield one hundred a year, 


ſhould not I think be meddled with. —If any one, 


in the outſet of this inquiry, ſhould be forward to 


object; that many of theſe Preferments, being in 
the Patronage of the Crown, ought not to be leſſen- 


ed without his Majeſty's eſpecial conſent; let ſuch 


an one know, that there is no wiſh to leſſen hem 
without that conſent; but this. conſent, we are cer- 
tain, will not be withheld if the propoſal ſhall ap- 


#4 WR 
pear to his Majeſty to be for the credit of the Church, 
and the good of his Subjects; and God n. its 
taking effect if 1 it will not be for both. 


This W will, I am a ſenſible, be Mr” dif- 
ferently received by different ſorts of men: ſome 
will conſider it as an attack upon the Hierarchy, as 
tending to lower the Church Eſtabliſhment ; others 
will think that it does not go far enough, they will 
prefer levelling to lowering, the abolition of Deans 
and Chapters to their reduction. So much may 
meg 19 be ſaid on both ſides, that I cannot, on 
this occaſion, ſtop to lay any thing on either fide ; | 
and my buſineſs indeed, is not ſo much d Deans 
and Chapters, as with a very uſeful, with what 
ſome will not ſewple to call the moſt uſeful part of 
the Clergy—the Parochial Clergy. The general 
proviſion for this claſs of men, is ſo exceedingly 
ſcanty and mean, that there ſurely can be no im- 
propriety in wiſhing, that it may be increaſed ; 
eſpecially when the increaſe is propoſed to be made, 
without either reclaiming any part of the Church 
Property, which was by ſtrange means enough con- 
veyed into Lay hands; or impoſing any new burdens 


0 


on the community in general; or taking from any 


one of the Clergy the leaſt part of what he is at | 


preſent poſſe Med of. | 


The Wen of the Church of England is not, 
I think, well underſtood in general; at leaſt T have 
met with a great many very ſenſible men, of all pro- 
feſſions and ranks, who did not underſtand it. They 
have expreſſed a ſurpriſe, bordering on diſbelief, 
when I have ventured to aſſure them, that the whole 
income of the Church, including Biſhopricks, Deans 
and Chapters, Rectories, Vicarages, Dignities and 
Benefices of all kinds, and even the two Univerſities 


with their reſpective Colleges, which being Lay 


Corporations ought not to be taken into the ac- 
count, did not amount, upon the moſt liberal cal- 


culation, to 1 500000 l. a year, I will not trouble 


your Grace with the manner of making this calcula- 


tion, but I have good reaſon to believe it to be near | 
the truth, it is certainly near enough for the. infer- 50 
ence which I wiſh to draw from it, which is ſimply 


this, —that if we had no Biſhops to inſpect and 
govern the Church; no Deaneries, Prebends, or 
Canonries to ſtimulate the Clergy t to excel i in literary 
mY WY attainments; 
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( a8 ) 
attainments; no Univerſities or Colleges (which 
with all their faults are the beſt Seminaries of Edu- 
cation in Europe) to inſtru our youth; nothing 
but Parochial Clergy, and all of theſe provided for 
by an equal partition, notwithſtanding the great in- 
equality of their merits, of the preſent Eccleſiaſtical 
| Revenues, there would not be, eſtimating the 
number of the Clergy at ten thouſand, above 150). 
a year for each individual. I would not be-under- 
ſtood to affect a mathematical preciſion in this 
matter, the ſubje& would admit it, but the preſent 
data are not ſufficient to enable any perſon to make 
it; but whether we ſuppoſe an othciating Miniſter 
to have 1201, or 1501. a year, it is a ſum not much 
to be envied him. Apothecaries and Attornies, in 
very moderate practice, make as much by their reſpec- 


tive profeſſions; without having been at the ſame 


expences with the Clergy in their Educations, and 
without being, like them, prohibited by the laws of 
their Country, from bettering their circumſtances, 
by uniting to the Emoluments of their profeſſions, 
the profits reſulting from farming or any kind of 


1 do 


NS 


their principles, as they are not likely to bs adopts 


7 ( 29 | ) 
ntrod ce theſe remarks, in this place, 


with any intention of finding fault with the State, for 
its not having made a better proviſion for its Clergy:; 
but merely with a view of reQifying the miſeoncep- 
tions, removing the prejudices, - and leſſening the 


envy-of many, otherwiſe: well- diſpuſed perſons, to- 
wards the Church Eſtabliſhment,” The whole Pro- 
viſion for the Church is as low as it can be, unleſs. 
the State will be contented: with a beggatly and illi- 


| terate Clergy, too mean and contemptible to do any 


good either by precept or example, unleſs it will 


condeſcend to have Taylors and Coblers for its Paſ- 


tors and Teachers. There are ſeveral, no doubt, 
who looking upon the Chriſtian religion as an im- 
poſture, and the Clergy as an hive of hypocritical 
drones, would be willing enough to aſſiſt any needy 
miniſter in plucking from the Church a part or the 
whole of its poſſeſſions, provided by ſuch a plunder 
they could preſerve their own from depredation; ; 
with theſe men I cannot argue, not becauſe they are 


not Chriſtians, but becauſe they are as ignorant of 


the Science of Government as of Chriſtianity ; and 
it is the leſs neceſſary to enter into any diſcuſſſon of 


ed 


eie) 
ed by any miniſter, wh: underſtands the 4 off 
religion in enforcing morality, and the uſe of good 
morals in ſecuring the diate of the community; 
but if any ſhort · ſighted miniſter, in order to ſerve a 
turn, to ſtop ſome rotten hole in his adminiſtration, 
ſhould be found hardy or filly enough to adopt 
them; we may be well perſuaded that the King 
and the Parliament would have wiſdom and good- 
neſs enough to check his folly and countera& his 
defigns; they would fay to him in the Language 
of the late Lord Chatham—*< the Church (God | 
bleſs it!) has but a pittance”—Nor is this pittance 
itſelf to be enviouſly regarded, as the hereditary 


property of any particular claſs of people, it does 
not belong to the Tribe of Levi; we none of us 


lay claim to any part of it in conſequence of our 
being deſcended from this or that family. The 
property of the church is the real property of thoſe 
Who at preſent poſſeſs it, but it may be eſteemed 
the reverſionary property of every family in the 
Kingdom; it is ſomewhat that every man has a 
title to, over and above that which he can produce 
his Parchments for. Lock at the poſſeſſors of 
n, * Prebends, Rectories and all 


the 


60555 


the other "IO Wire of the Church, and you will 


find them, deſcended from the Nobility, the Ge 


the Commonalty, from all ranks, profeſſions, e 
orders, of the State. I ſay again the property of 
the Church ough: to be contideredas the property of 


the Kingdom at large; I do not mean, inaſmuch 


as it is a part of the | Kingdom which i is given to the 


Church by the common or the ſtatute Law of the 
Kingdom; but as the individuals who enjoy it, are 
or may be , in a ſucceſſion of years, taken from 


every family 1 in the eee . 


But ph, the pare Reb of the Church 
is ſo inconſiderable, as not to admit any diminution 


of it; yet a ſome what better diſtribution of it might 


| be introduced with much, it is apprehended, ad. 
vantage to the State, and without the leaſt inj juſtice 
to any individual. 1 know ſome men who are of 
opinion that it would be uſeful to the State to re- 
duce all the clergy, as nearly as poſſible to the 
fame level, both in rank and fortune: 1 


that they do not think it would be uſeful to the 


State, to reduce all the Officers in the N e 6nd 
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| 1 
Army; | to the rank and income of Lieutenants and 
Enfigns. ' But Doctor Bentley has fo well conſi- 

dered this ſubject in his Phielentherus Lipfienſis that 
I cannot do better than quote the paſſage — * 
for. the Cheapneſs [of the Prieſthood] that appeared 


lately in one of your Parliaments; when the ac- © 


counts exhibited ſhewed, that 6000 of your Clergy, 
the greater part of your whole number, had at a 
middle rate one with another not col: a year. 3A. 
poor emolument for to long, fo laborious, fo expen- 
ſive an education, as muſt qualify them for Holy 
Orders. While I reſided at Oxford, and ſaw ſuch 
a conflux of youth to their Annual Admiſſions; I 
have often ſtudied and admired, why their parents 
would under ſuch mean encouragements deſign their 
ſons for the Church; and thoſe the moſt towardly 
and capable and ſele& geniuſes among their children; ; 
who muſt needs have emerged in a ſecular Life, 1 
congratulated indeed the felicity of your Eſtabliſh- 
ment, which attracted the choice youth of your 
nation for ſo very low pay: but my wonder was at 
the Parents, who- generally have intereſt, mainte- 
nance, and wealth, the firſt thing in their view: 
till at laſt one of your State Lotteries ceaſed my 
_ aſtoniſhment. | 


5 . 


aſtoniſhment. For as in that, A WO S 
prizes, of o, 5800 and 10000 pounds: among 
an infinity of blanks, drew troops of adventurers, - 
who, if the whole fund had been equally ticketed 


would never have come in: ſo a few ſhining: Dig- 


nities in your Church, Prebends, Deaneries, Biſhop= 
_ ricks, are the pious fraud that induces and decoys 
the Parents, to riſk. their children's fortune in it. 
Every one hopes his own will get ſome great prize 
in the Church, and never reflects on the thouſands 
of blanks in poor Country Livings. And if a Fo- 
reigner may tell you his mind from what he ſees art 
home; it is this part of g a Fünen that 
makes your Clergy excel ours. Do but once level 
on your Preferments, and you will ſoon be as level 
in your Learning. For inſtead of the flower of the 
Engliſh youth, you will have oni refuſe ſent to 
your Academies; and thoſe too e and crip- 
| pla in their Studies for want of Aim 00 Emula- 
tion, ſo that if your Free-thinkers had any Politicks, 
nſteadl of ſuppreſſing your hole order, n bad 
make you all alike”. In * aſſage Doctor Bentley 
1 * — ACCC un „ 7 


| * | 

wd Peoliament, probably by the G of 
Queen Anne's Bounty, ſtating the great number of 
ſroall, Livings. It may not be improper to bring to 
your Grace's recollection what ſome other eminent 
eee faid on this ge „ 8 | 


* 


Biſhop- os SE in * Coe of r 
quotes a petition, drawn up by the direction of 
Archbiſhop #hirgift, to Queen Elizabeth in the 
ſorty third year of her reign, in which there is the 
following clauſe 4 of eight thouſand eight hund- 
red and odd Benefices with Cure, nemme 

dred ſufficient for learned men. What the 
Azchbihop. thought ſufficient for a learned man 
men in this place, but it appears in 
another, that he did not think 30l. de claro, was 
enough even in his time, * ſeeing the tenth part 
of the Benefices are not ſeverally competent for a 
mean perſon, nor the twentieth part eſtimated to 
be worth. 3ol: de claro, this reſtraint [of 3 | 


| "vw babe been mi 5 


” 


4 


will-deprive the far greateſt part of Learned Mini- by 4 
ſters of ſufficient eee A great many. - 


(- 33: ); 


Elizabeth; but the 3 have prinei- 
pally been made in Rectories; the Vicarages have 
many of them been rather diminiſhed in value, in 
conſequence of the change which has taken place in 
the value of money; for many of them have little 
or no Endowment, except a fixed payment out of 
the Tythes, which, on the diſſolution of the Mo- 
naſteries, came into the hands of Lay or Spiritual 
perſons Doctor Warner in the Appendix to his 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, publiſhed in 1757 has the 

following obſervation— of the nine thouſaud and 
ſome hundred Churches and Chapels which we 
have in England and Wales, ſix thouſand -I ſpeak 
from the beſt authoriſe not above the value of 
forty pounds a year”, — Laſtly, DoQor Burn, 3 
ſtated the number of ſmall livings, (in his Eecleſi 
aſtical Law, Article Firſt F ruits and Tenths) in the 
following terms—* the number of Livings capable 
of augmentation hath been certified as follows; 10 7 
livings not exceeding Ole: a year; 1467. livings 
Dove. 10. eding. 20l. a year; 1126 
lings bore 2oh. and 1 not ot exceeding, 30l. a year; 
1049 lviogs above 3ol. and not exceeding 40l. 2 
— | F Sc 5 year; 


3 


Fol. a year. 80 that in the whole there are 5597 
_ livings certified under gol. a year,” There is ſome 


was firſt made to the Governors of Queen Anne's 


many livings have been augmented by that Boun- 
ty; but the Bounty, aſſiſted by private benefac- 
tions, has been found quite inadequate to the end, 
of making a reaſonable proviſion for the Parochial 


head, 64 It will be 500 years before every living can 
"be raiſed to 60l. a year by Queen' Anne's Boun- 
ty, ſuppoſing the ſame money to be diſtributed as 


the bounty to make 55 augmentations yearly, it 
will be 339 years from the year 1514 (which was 


LESS» 
year; 884 livings above 4ol. and not exceeding 


difference in theſe laſt two accounts, as to the 
number of livings under 5ol. a year, but let us take 
which account we pleaſe, the wretched proviſion 
for the Parochial Clergy, may be inferred from it. 
It is readily acknowledged alſo, that things are not 
ſo bad now as they were when the return of Livings 


Bounty; in the courſe of near 70 years a great 


Clergy in a ſhort time. Dr. Warner ſays on this 


there has been for ſome years paſt. And Dr. Burn 
aſſures us that, computing the clear amount of 


the 


5 . 
the firſt year in which any augmentations were 
made) before all the ſaid livings can exceed gol. a 
year. And if it be computed that half of ſuch aug- 
mentations may be made in conjunction with other 
benefactors (which is improbable,) it will require 
226 years before all the Frings W Saen will 
TIGER Sol. a year,” F 


Enough and been faid concerning MPR poverty of 
the greateſt part of our Parochial Churches and Cha- 
pels; it is a fact not known, I believe, by many 
of the Laity; felt, however by many deſerving 
Clergy; and lamented, it is to be hoped, by all of 
us, who have been fortunate enough to obtain bet- 
ter ſituations in the Eſtabliſhment; fortunate enough 
I muſt be allowed to call it, for there are many 
amongſt the: pooreſt of the Parochial Clergy, whoſe 
merits as Scholars, as Chriſtians, and as men, would 
be no diſgrace to the moſt deſerving, Prelate on the 
Bench. The plan/I have the honour of preſenting 
to your Grace, would remedy this defect in our 
Eſtabliſhment in no long courſe of years; it would 


produce a wonderful change for the PRs in four- 
ſcore 


4 8 
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ſcore. or an hundred Fears, in the condition of 


the, inferior Clergy. It would immediately be ⸗ 
gin to operate for their benefit, though its ope- 
ration would not be complete, till all thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of the Dignities in queſtion 
were gathered to their fathers: thirty or forty years 
are a long period when conſidered as part of the 
life of an individual, but they are nothing when 
conſidered as part of the exiſtence of a community; 
no' diſlike, therefore, ſhould be conceived againſt 
the propoſal, from its not being inſtantly attended 
by. its utmoſt - poſſible utility; that could not be 
effected, without depriving . of their property the 
preſent poſſeſſors of theſe dignities ; a meaſure too 
full of injuſtice and cruelty to be thought of, except 
by ſell Enthuſiaſts in times of public confuſion, 
If the plan is adopted we ourſelves ſhall feel its 
good effects in part, and our poſterity will feel them 
in full perfection. The dignities though thus dimi- 
niſhed, would ſtill be great objects to the Clergy, 
great enough, if properly beſtowed, to procure the 
exertion of the moſt diſtingui ſhed talents in Aa, 
Service of Learning and Religton 


| I muſt 
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a 19) 
_  T muſt not omit taking notice of one Objection 
which will, probably, be made to this plan: it will 
be ſaid — That it will be the occafion of too large 
a portion of the lands of the Kingdom being held 
in Mortmain.—T ſhould be ſorry to be found wad- 
ing out of my depth; but I will venture to fay 
that I fee no foundation for this objection; and 
what is more, that I ſhould not ſee any weight in 
it, if it had the ſureſt foundation. I ſincerely beg 
Pardon of the great Luminaries of the law if, in this 
matter, 1 am in an error; the reaſons which have -- 
; led' me into this error, if it be one, are ſuch as fol- 
hw. = n che firſt place, I fee no foundation for 
the objection; becauſe I look upon the landed in- 
come of the Church, as not being at preſent, equal 
to one ſixteenth part of the landed Income of the 
Kingdom; ; and by the propoſed change, the land- 
ed Income of the Church would not, in four hun- 
dred years, become equal to one tenth part of the 
landed Income of the Kingdom. But we may 
ſafely truſt our Poſterity, with applying their o-π 
temedy to an Evil, which will not take place till 
9 hundred year hence, — 22 the ſceond place, 
8 | _ do 
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l do not ſee chat it ought to be looked upon as an 

Evil, if it had even now taken place. Every one 

knows that the reaſons, which induced our Anceſ- 

tors to paſs Statutes of Mortmain, reſtraining Cor- 

porations from purchaſing of Lands, do not now 
ſubſiſt in the leaſt degree. No ſervices that are aue 

of ſuch lands, and which at the beginning were pro- 

vided for the. defence of the realm, are wrong fully 

| | withdrawn ; ; the lands in the poſſeſſion of Corpora- 
=—_— tions furgiſh their proper number of hands towards 
| 4 the deſence of the State, inaſmuch as they pay their 
guota of the public taxes; ; and the hands which 
they furniſh are neither torpid nor dead, but as full 
of life and activity as any other hands. Nor is it 


at this time of day pretended, that any of or da- 
mage redound. ta the King and the Chief Lords, by 


lands aliened into Morimain. But though the 
primary reaſons for paſſin g Statutes in Mortmain 
have long ceaſed to exiſt, yet others may have 
ariſen of equal weight and cogency; of ſuch of theſe 
as are generally given, the diſheriſon of heirs, and 
the rendering lands unalienable are the chief. As 
to the diſheriſon of e heir k * of che. 65 


OS 


( 4« )- 
kind can take place in the preſent circumſtance z» 
for a purchaſe is to be made, and a full and valu- 
able conſideration is to be actually paid for the 
lands, to be annexed to ſmall livings. And as to 
the lands being rendered unalienable, 1 profeſs I do; 
not ſee how the State can be injured thereby, whilſt! 
| they continue to pay as much to the State as if 
they were ſold every year; and to yield as much 
annual produce by tillage, and paſturage,; as an 
other lands of equal extent, which T have no doubt 
that they certainly would do: theſe lands, more - 
over, do in fact ſuffer a ſpecies of alienation z upon 
the voidance of every incumbency they are transfer, | 
red to a different family : but it ma be that: * 
not foe this queſtion in its proper light; or Mort. 
main may be nothing but a: bugbear, -whith wants. - 
| fn 1 ene to be found nn F bea 01 
a 8 walls fat 
| 1 * WR Pal . ee chin; Kid! tors, 
iris lioiild ſtill be conſidered as a reaſon; or ads; 
duced as a ptetence, againſt the plan; ve may get 
rid of the objection intirely, and that by two ways, 
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each of which a itſelf by oi e. | 
ta ges. | | 2 | 


1. By Mow the Clergy to accept of certain 
payments from the funds, in the place of rents from 
Lands held in Morimain.— Fhis, I own, is not the 
beſt manner of augmenting ſmall livings, but it is 
better than not augmenting them at all; and there 
is little probability chat, in the utmoſt neeeſſities of 
the State, any Miniſter, would dare to lay his un- 
hallowed hands on the ſcanty peculium of the poor- 
eſt Clergy. The difficulty of finding proper pur- 
chaſes has obliged, your Grace well knows, the Go 
vernors of "Queen Anne's Bounty, to adopt this 
mode of Augmentation; and this difficulty would 
not be leſſened, by an increaſe of the ſum of money 
to be laid out. The Governors of this bounty at 
firſt allowed the Clergy an Intereſt of 5 l. per 
eent. till they could find means of laying out the 
money, which had been allotted to their livings, in 
the purchaſe of Lands or Tithes; but within three 
years after the firſt Augmentations took place, they 
informed the Clergy that they would be obliged 
| — 8 
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to leflen the intereſt they allowed them; and it was 
according leſſened to 41. per cent. in 1720. This 
intereſt has been fince lowered to 2 1. per cent. with 


the ſame motive of inducing the Clergy to exert 


themſelves in looking out for purchaſes, | and there 
is a large ſum of money veſted in the funds, and 
charged with the payment of only 2 l. per cent. to 
the livings which have been augmented, which 
would be all of it paid to the reſpective Clergy, to 
vhom it is due, could they procure proper purchaſes. 
But as they have not done this, even in the preſent 
price of lands, when they might have made twice 
as much intereſt of their money, (for I look upon 


the Corporation, it is fairly to be preſumed that thex 


could not. do it; and this impoſſibility, by the bye 
of finding purchaſes ſhould, I humbly preſume; un- 
leſs there be reaſons to the contrary, which I do not 
underſtand, be a motive with the Corporation, to 
conſider, whether it would not be equitable and 
proper, to make ſuch a change in their Rules," as 
would enable the preſent poor Clergy, whoſe livings 
have been augmented, to receive the full amount 
Ted: | G 2 ae ee 


1-0 RY ene dag of 


hs Hs way 105 preventing any more lands 
— coming into Morrmain, in conſequence of the 
plan here mentioned, would be che ſuffering the 
Incumbents of ſmall ow to receive from the 
ſeveral Churches,” whoſe Deaneries, &c. are pro- 
poſed to be diminiſhed, certain annual ſtipends. 
Some Deans and Chapters have, with a very laud- 
able diſintereſtedneſs, appropriated a tenth or a 
larger part of their annual fines to the repairs of the 
Fabricks'of their Churches; their Treaſurer uſually 
deducts this part at their Audits before the dividends 
are made, and he eould with equal facility deduct 
from the Income of each perſon, which ſhould in 
future become liable to ſuch a defalcation, a third 
or any other aſſigned part, and pay it in any de- 
termined proportion (under the inſpection of the 
Biſfiop of the dioceſe or other proper perſon) to the 
Ancumbents of the ſmall livings. By this method 
not only the objection as to Mortmain would be re- 
3 . an * of full as great danger 
9 both 


(4s ). 

both to theChureh and State—the making 2 
dependent ſtipendiary Penſioners of Government, 
by veſting their property in the funds, would be 
removed alſo. But there is ſtill another advantage 
which would attend this method, the relief which 
the poor Clergy would receive from the plan Would 
be very ſenſibly felt immediately, and the utmoſt 
relief which could be ever derived from it, would 
take place in a ſhort time; for in the ſpace of fort 
OT fifty Years, moſt or all of the preſent poſſeſſors f 
of Deanetics, &c would be dead. Suppoſe, ſor 
inſtance, that after paſſing an Act for a propria ing 
the third part, of the preferments in queſtion, to 
the Augmentation of ſmall livings, there ſhould be- 
come vacant, in the courſe of the fieſt Oe | 
ferments to the amount of 30001. a year, then 
would there be an opportunity of augmenting 30 
livings with 20 l. or 100 livings with 104. a year 
each. The following year a certain number more 
would be augmented, and ſo on; more or fewer 
augmentations taking place every year, in propor · 
tion to the number of deaths amongſt the Dignita- 
-ries, and the value of their prefergients/ The 
| Augmentations 


(46) 
Augmentations from this fund, thus applicd, would 
have their limit; but the operation of the Queen's 
Bounty in making all the ſmall livings equal to 5ol. 
a year, would hereby be wonderfully accelerated ; 
and this rapid acceleration is no bad argument in 
favour of this mode of diſtributing the ſum pro- 


By either of the two methods here mentioned, 
the danger of 77 more lands come into Morr- 
main would be and either of them would | 
quiet alſo 3 which, in the opinion 
of many diſcerning perſons, might reaſonably be 
entertained, of the Clergy's acquiring too great | 
2 influence 1 in the State. It is certain that influence 

accompanies property, and were the Clergy to get 

A  grea acceſſion of landed property, their influence 
be increaſed in a great degree. The time 
W, when the Church poſſeſſed a third part of the 
lands of the Kingdom; when the Clergy were uni- 
ted under one corrupt head, and were actuated by a 


ſpirit, very different from th e ſpirit . . n 5 


chriſtian ſimplicity. The preſent reformed Church 


—— — — 
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of England is is as different, I truſt, in neinciples of 
conduct, from the ancient Romiſh Church of Eng- 
land, as it is inferior to it in property and influence; 


and ſo far am I from blaming any man for his ap- 


prehenſions of its reverting to its former ſtate, that 
I ſincerely concur with him in thinkiog that every 
tendency to - it ſhould be ſedulouſly watched, and 
firmly oppoſed. But by the laſt mode, which, every 
thing conſidered, may perhaps be the beſt, of ap- 
plying the revenues taken from the Deaneries, &c. 
the Clergy would acquire no additional influence of I 
any kind, for there would be no increaſe either of 


the monied or the landed r of the Church. 


* 


"There i is no need t to 1 upon the many 1p | 
| 65 and private advantages, which would attend the 
making a better proviſion for the inferior Clergy 5 * 


they muſt be obvious to every perſon, who will give 


| himſelf the trouble to think upon the ſubje&. - A 


more ſtrict injunction concerning reſidence, and a 
reſtriction of pluralities would be neither unreaſon= 


able nor unſery iceable con Peng of it. 
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In che former part of this letter I declined enter- 
ing into the particular mode of accompliſhing the 
change there recommended; I muft do the fame 
here, and for the fame reaſon. —I ſee no difficul- 
ties in effecting the buſineſs, if the propriety of at- 
tempting it be admitted, but others I am ſenſible 
will ſee many: this is to be expected, for we judge 
of things according to our diſpoſitions, and theſe, 
Nature and Education have rendered infinitely va- | 
rious, between the extreme of Audacity on the one | 
hand; which ſcruples not to attempt impoſlibilities ; 
and the extreme of Timidity on the other, which 
conſiders the moſt practicable things as impoſſible. 
This I ay muſt be expected in honeſt men, who 
are Willing to do what they think ought to be done: 
but if private reaſons ſhould chance to render any 
perſon averſe from the buſineſs, the objections to it 
will be multiplied beyond number, and tlie diffi- 
culties magnified beyond meaſure; For as was faid 
by a worthy Senator, when the augmentation of 
mill Iwings was formerly agitated in the Houſe of 
Commons—# to him that is unwilling to go there 
is always a bear or a lion in the way: firſt let us 
ay . | make 


(49). 


nab. ourſelves a then will the way be eaſy 

and ſafe enough. Though I decline at preſent 

entering into any particulars, and omit the mention 5 
of many things which, if ever the puſineſs is pro- 
ceeded in, muſt neceſſarily be taken into the Ac- 
count; yet I will juſt give two hints, as each of 
them may, when properly modified, be a reaſon 
recommendatory of the plan itſelf, and that to dif- 
ferent Claſſes of men- 1. It ſeems highly equita- 
ſhould be firſt employed in augmenting, to a ſum 
to be fixed upon, the ſmall livings in the Patro- 
nage of theſe Churches; and afterivards to the aug - 

mentation of ſmall livings in general. 3. That the 
ſum of four or ſix hundred pounds (if land is to be 
urchaſe ) ſhould be added to every two. hundred 
nailed by BenefaQion ;. as it is probable, that the 
proſpect of making at once ſo large an addition to 
the income of a ſmall living, would induce both 
the Patrons, eſpecially thoſe w ho, are poſſeſſed of 
Impropriations, arid the-young. Incumbents of them, 
to procure ſuch Benefactions much more n 
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I haſten to releaſe your Grace from the trouble 1 
favs occaſioned you, requeſting you to take in good 
part, what is propoſed with a good intention. The 
moderation of the preſent Age in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters is great, when contraſted with the violence of 
the laſt; all ſides have reaſon to rejoice at the dif- 
ference; and I would have wiſhed that the hand 
which has written this letter, had been chilled with 

the damp of death before it had begun its work, if 
T had thought, that the / buſineſs which is now 
|  broached was likely, either in itſelf; or in its conſe- 
quences, to be attended with any the leaſt diminu- 
tion of that moderation, with any the leaſt Joſs: of 
brotherly love, and Chriſtian Charity. In all diſ- 
putes whether between ourſelves of the Eſtabliſli- 
ment, or between us and our Brethren who diſſent 
from it, the advice of a certain venerable father of 
the Church demands our attention, let us mu- 
tually give up a little, that we my receive in re. 
turn a great deal, Unanimity. This Unanimity 
in Matters of Opinion can, 3 never be ob- 
tained, but the want of it may be diſpenſed with 

if Fee be an unanimity in che practice of mutual, 
phe ee 


FL # | 
forbearance, kindneſs and 7 Havi | 
cuſtomed myſelf, for Fears, to look at the ſubjefs 


| here treated of, as, of great national importance, and 


5 unqueſtioned utility; ; it is very probable, that I may 


have undeſignedly conſidered them with partiality, 
and overlooked ſome weighty. obje&tions which may 
be brought againſt them. If there are any ſuch ob- 


jections, they will certainly be diſcovered, and ma- 
| 4 


ny improvements, probably, ſuggeſted, when mens 
minds are : turned towards the Subject; 5 and the wiſh 


of having the ſubject thoroughly diſcuſſed, rather 
than haſtily adopted, or haſtily rejefted, is the ſole 


occafion of my addreſſing your Grace 1 in this publick 


manhef. If any « one ſhould think, that 1 it would 


have been more relpeatul! in me to have ſubmitted this 
matter privately to the judgment of your Grace and 


the Bench of Biſhops,. 1 muſt beg, leave to differ | 


from him. I have no diſpoſition to be wanting in 


kreſpect to any of my Brethren, but I cannot, out of re. 
ſpe& to any man or ſet of men, give up a decided 


opinion, and I have not the leaſt doubt or heſi tation 
of mind, as to the utility of making the objects of 
this 25 755 publickly known, I, 1 had F 
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| confulictith Bench of Biſhops, might have run the 
riſk of tieating t them with apparent diſreſpe&; for I 
ſhould have been under: a neceſſity of negleQing 
their advice, had i it tended to the ſuppreſſion of what 
I now offer to the dcliberate and impartial examina- 
tion of the 1a and Clergy in general. * 1 more- 
over much diſlike all private caballing i in matters of 
public Import ; if they will not bear the broad face 
of day, the animadverſion of n men of « different talents 
and judgments, the thorough, ſifting of all parties, 
they are not fit to be encouraged. It is a narrow 
policy which would teach us to ſtickle for any in. 
tereſts which the Laity would not willingly allow 


us; they are our fellow Chriſtians and have ſouls to 
| be faved, we are their fellow Citizens and have rights 
to be maintained, and we are both of us under equal 


m7 


obligations to be fellow-labourers in promoting the 
welfare of both Church and State : they will have 
no kglogfics if we have no reſerves, they will not 
grudge us a ſingle grain of dignity, a ſingle guinea 
of property which tends to the advancement of 
the common weal. he Buſineſs thus ſubmitted 
b che rooms Judgment, cannot be ſtifled by 

| the 
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way; Caleb publick approbation ſhall prove that it „ 

is calculated for the publick Good. may not, 17 ET | _—_ 

perhaps, be able to give up my opinion to the n. 
nion of others; but I ſhall: be both able and W Ww © 
ling, in deference to their opinions, to give up ty 1 
plan; for my zeal for rectifying what ſeems wrongs i a — 
is tempered, I hope, by a reſpect ſor 2 ; tg ens **hEf 
of others; by a diſpoſition (after hau 
openly and freely what ſeems amiſs) to ING 0 3 
quietly, in oak, cannot en, be amended. ff on ns 


- 


As to any 1 to Weh may. By IE e 
myſelf i in becoming, as ſome will ſcoffingly 3 „ 
it, a Reformer; in diſturbing, as others will, or e OR 
will ſeem to apprehend, the repoſe of the Eftab- Y 
liſhment, I will, as the Apoſtle recommends, rake: - 
it patiently: it is much eaſier to beat the . 1 
of other mens tongues, than of our own mindss; | 1 Th 7 a fx pe» | 1 
and that L could not have eſcaped; had I done'lefs. % 4 
than I have done I flatter myſelt, however, - Wh EE 9 
rather 1 have good reaſon. to expel that | many of; ".* » 
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my „ ben * ſee the | ies in the ſame light 
that I have done, and will concur in recommend- 
ing it, when the more urgent concerns of the State 
are in ſome mealure iettled, to the notice of Par- 
liament. And Frans the bottom of my heart I be- 
ſeech both your Grace and them, to weigh the 


matter with great accuracy, and I have no doubt 


that both you and they will then gn . 
ing it with great eee. 13 en 71 


MPN! Wich all poſſible deference and 1 
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uo obedient Servant, 


. 
4 . ; 


= * > 
8. 
f 


F 1 A 
” - Wo . Ly 1 5 
* 3 * < . 
1 * * 4 — . * 2 
== © R 2 4 28 

2 Wi. 4 4 be , 5 1 _ 8 Fl }- „ $1 7 a F 4 

7 * 2 2 . — # , 88 + 4 z ra ” 4 £ — 8 . * "I * 5 
4 OS 4-4 Ws * > : be « * 

— . 

- : 
* * I * 


A ER Letter were Fa; andubreitted to » operate of fone of the 
frft Characters in the Kingdom, in the beginning of laſt November; it is not neceſ- 
Fey to trouble the World with Ia * 
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